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The bright and tiny sclerae of pygmy marmosets are thought to be associated with developing trust, enabling 

communication and cooperation in the species. This is being investigated by Dr. Wacewicz from the Center of 

Language Evolution Studies (CLES) at a zoo in Torun.  

An earlier study, Wacewicz et al. (2022) explored the adaptive significance of human scleral brightness in the areas of 

age, health, attractiveness, trustworthiness and aggressiveness.  

Fortunately, these findings have not led to a revival of dangerous cosmetic eye whitening procedures. Unfortunately, 

it remains unknown what effect the appearance of ‘computer eyes’ has on psychosocial dynamics. Given widespread 

and prolonged use of screens and prevalence of computer vision syndrome, as well as digital eye strain and dry eye, 

there will be continued investment to educate patients, control damage, and provide safe and effective products to 

urban and digitalised communities.  

Pygmy marmosets do not have such problems.  
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